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Site Preparation Prior to 

Swamp Mat Installation

ÂThe Basics

ÂProblem Areas

Á Large caliper woody vegetation

Á Surface stones and boulders

Á Existing fill roads too narrow to 

accommodate construction equipment

Á Steep slopes



The Basics

Â Do you have a valid permit(s)?

Â Has the matting contractor reviewed the plans?

Â Are Limits of Work/Swamp Mats being staked out?

Â What is the condition of the wetland flagging?

Â Stone transitions being installed or do field 

conditions merit extending the swamp mats further 

into upland?



The Basics: Limits of Work/Swamp Mats



Larger Caliper Shrubs
Â Shrub/Sapling caliper too large to safely lay down and mat over

Â Using grapple or mat to uproot shrub can result in soil disturbance



Larger Caliper Shrubs
Â Cut larger caliper Shrubs/Saplings with handheld chainsaws or brush 

cutter prior to matting



Surface Stones and Boulders
Â Smaller surface stones and boulders can be matted over, howeveré

Â ésome canôt



Surface Stones and Boulders
Â Stone and boulder removal:

Â Remove via grapple rather than 

bulldozer to minimize soil 

disturbance.

Â Place stockpile in uplands.



Surface Stones and Boulders
Â Stone and boulder removal: 3 years following construction



Surface Stones and Boulders
Â Stone and boulder removal: creating vernal pool habitat



Existing Fill Roads too Narrow
Â Existing access road only 8-12ô wide and in shallow unstable fill.



Existing Fill Roads too Narrow
Â Existing access road only 8-12ô wide and in 2ô deep fill.



Steep Slopes
Â >10% sloping access road to wetland crossing.


